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Spiritually, there is also 
humiliation and confession. 
teristics of our day are a tendency to 
reverence for the Word of God, to 


regard for the Lord’s day, and, we 


may be added, to less zeal for the work 


true spiritual perspective, gauge the relative 
importance of essential truths and essen- 
tial action, as compared with those minor 
points on which, without any disloyalty 
to our Lord or His Word, we may differ. 
Controversies must needs be, but they 
need not produce acerbity or division. It 
is still blessedly true that the members of 


the Evangelical Alliance are privileged to 


show forth to the world that they can, and 
do, manifest a spirit of brotherly love, and 
that—composed as they are of believers in 
many countries, speaking many langu- 
ages—they yet know the one Mercy-seat, 
the one Mediator, the one Lord, and 
rejoice to belong not only to the Church 
militant, but to be outwardly and visibly 
affiliated with thousands of those who are 
indwelt and taught by the same Holy 
Spirit, and who are looking forward with 
joyful expectation to the day when they 
shall “ know even as they are known,” and 
when the former things have passed away 
—the last victory having been won—they 
shall share the blessedness of the Father's 
house. We greet all our membérs far and 
near, of every clime—wishing them great 
prosperity of soul and every earthly bless- 
ing through 1904. 

-THE most wonderful picture gallery in 
the world is to be found in Hebrews xi. The 
portraits all speak. They witness to the 
whole truth of God, to the life, the walk, the 
triumph of faith. There is not one portrait 
too many, or too few ; they are hung in their 
proper place, or order, and the Divine 
Artist who placed them knew weii that 


man of God in hours of need and extremity. 
The omissions are to be noted as well as 
the characters mentioned, and no conces- 
sions are to be made to so-called “ higher 
critics.” Eyes more experienced, souls 
more devout, “scholars more 

iigrims more eager than “ higher.critics ” 

ve found here refreshment and stimulus, 
and maybe in Eternity we shall marvel that 
we have failed to discern so many lessons 


‘which lie hidden in this one “ 


they would “ thoroughly furnish ~ many a 
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No. 19. 
THE year 1903 will long be remembered 
as a year of trouble, not only in England, 
but throughout the world. At home rain 
and stormy weather ruined to a large 
extent our harvest, and probably agricul- 
ture was never at a lower ebb than now. 
The diminution in the value of Stock 
Exchange securities has caused conster- 
nation, whilst many industries are de- 
pressed, causing the struggle for existence 
in our large centres of population to be 
more severely felt than for a long time 
past ; at the same time the cost of living 
has increased through the scarcity of fruit 
and some other articles of food. ) 
for 
ac- 
less | 
| 
fear 
| 
our truest and most Evangelical agencies. | 
Never was prayer more needed that the | | 
actual oneness of Christians as “the body | | 
of Christ” may be exhibited, and that, as | 
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GOD'S RAINBOW. 


Gop paints His bow on all the clouds He 
sends, 


Though they be black and oft surcharged 
with pain ; 


Yet frames He them in rainbow tints of — 


Leve, 

And circles all with His sweet promises. 

Ofttimes will He fold back the blackest 
cloud, 

That our weak Faith may see His radiant 
face 

Of matchless Love, and full-orbed tender- 
ness. 

Then sendeth He a summer breeze of 
Heaven, 

Laden with Hope and messages of grace, 

To calm our hearts and still them into 
peace— 

Peace heralding that day when we shall be 

At home with Him in His Eternal Rest. 


S. TREVOR FRANCIS. 


- NATURAL FOOT SOCIETY IN 


CHINA. 


IT is with great pleasure we read of the 
formation of the above Society in China. 
God in His great mercy is breaking the 
bands by which the powers of darkness 
have bound this unhappy country. 

The sufferings inflicted upon the poor 
little children from the time the small toes 
are turned in and the bandages put on 
until the foot becomes dead to all feeling, 
can only be imagined. 

Eveh after this they suffer a great deal, 
_ as the feet are so distorted and weakened 
that they cannot well sustain the weight 
of the body for any length of time. Then 
when they walk they only walk upon their 
heels ; many of them, in fact, seem unable 
\to put the whole foot down. After the 
feet have been unbound for several years 


great is experienced. 


EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE QUARTERLY. 


NOTICE 


Tae Council is more than ever 
anxious to form a bond of union 
between the Lord's people as 
such. They feel that amidst the 
increasing disintegration among 
believers, the Alliance can be a 
centre of union for fellowship, for 
effort in the Gospel, in 
showing to the world that actual 
unity for which our Lord prayed 
in the seventeenth chapter of St. 
John. 

The Council would think it a 
great privilege to send some ex- 
perienced and true servant of the 
Lord Jesus—ministerial or other- 
wise—to any city, town, or village 
in Great Britain to give an address 
to believers upon their oneness in 
Christ, their present privileges 
and glorious opportunities. Many 
think the time is short, that the 
days are peculiarly solemn, and 
that every effort should be made 
to cement together those who 
hold fundamental truths, and who 
think comparatively little of the 
non -essentials which have in 
the past so mysteriously and. 
grievously divided the family of 

All communications on this 
subject may be addressed to the 
Honorary Secretary. 
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OUR ANNUAL 


HE Annual Conference of the | the basis of teaching concerning “the spiritual 
Evangelical Alliance was held _ life, its cultivation and fruit,” or one might take 


on Tuesday, Nov. 1oth, at 
Walthamstow. 

The Chairman at each meeting during 
the day was Mr. W. H. Seagram, who on 
each occasion struck a true and solemn 


note concerning the necessity of our. 


being not satisfied with merely evangelical 
views, but being true children of God by 
regeneration. 

It appeared to be much laid upon his 
heart that many in the present day have 
“a name to live,” but are dead. He, there- 
fore, dwelt much upon the vital union which 
exists between Christ and His true people. 
His remarks were pointed, faithful, and 
much appreciated by all present. 


The addresses given were of a high tone | 


spiritually, and those who were present will | speak to you on, and, from what I take 


long remember a day spent in the Master's 
realized presence. 

After hymn and prayer, the Honorary 
Secretary read the “ Practical Resolutions ” 
drawn up by those saintly men who in 1846 
assembled to organize the Alliance. So 
beautiful are they that the Chairman sub- 
sequently remarked: “Surely if we lived 
up to the standard they set forth we should 
be almost perfect disciples.” 

Rev. J. G. Train, of Norwood, gave the 
first address. 


Che Spiritual Fife: its Cultibation 
and Fruit. 
By Rev. J. G. TRAIN. 


Tue. subject that is before us this morning 
must be recognized by everyone, who. carefully 
cansiders the title of it, as exceedingly large— 
“The Spiritual Life: its Cultivation and 
Fruit.” It would be possible to speak of it 
from a great variety of Scriptures, for the sub- 
ject is presented in Scripture in a great variety 


of aspects. One might very fittingly take the 


passage we have just read (John xv. 1-16) as 


such a Scripture as that in one of the Epistles 
of Peter, which tells, in the succinctest form, 
the whole truth concerning our subject—* Grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ”; of one might treat the 
subject from another point of view by ponder- 
ing that word of the Apostle Paul to Timothy 

“ Exercise thyself unto godliness,” a word 
that plainly intimates that the development of 
the spiritual life comes through exercise, as 
all development must; or, lastly, one might 
even take that command of our Lord that bears 
indirectly om “the spiritual life, its cultivation 
amd? fruit,” according to which He said to His 
disciples, putting before them the responsibility 
that lay upon them in His absence, “ Occupy — 
trade herewith —till come.” 

But it has occurred to me that I might rather 


to be preeminently, the Four Words of the 
Great Ministry-I speak, of course, of the 
ministry of our Lord Jesus Himself. A 
consideration of these four words will help us, 
I think, to an understanding of what is meant 
by “the spiritual life, its cultivation and 
fruit.” 

Even a child, with any acquaintance with 


the teaching of our Lord, could supply ‘us 


with the First Word. It is the word that He 
meant the child to hear, the word that He in- 
tended should be spoken to the child—and is 
always welcomed by the childlike—the little 
word “Come.” You know how characteristic 
this word was of the Great Ministry. It was 
emphatically Christ’s word to the sinner, and as 
our chairman has indicated this morning, the 
reception of spiritual life is found in obedience 
to it. Whereas, if any refuse to come, Christ’s 
complaint concerning them is—a complaint as 
pitiful as it is searching and unanswerable— 
“Ye will not come unto Me that ye might have 
life.” But in obeying the “Come” of Jesus, 
we not only receive life, we find satisfaction 
also, even as He said, “ He that cometh to Me 
shall never hunger, and he that believeth on 
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Me shal! never thirst.” When life has been 


received, we require that whereby life shall be — 


sustained, and where shall we find that but in 


“Come”? I daresay some of you are aware 


that another rendering of the verse, “I am come — 


that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly,” is possible, even a 
simpler rendering, “ I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have abundance.” 
We. do need the abundance to sustain the 
life, and we find both life and abundance 
in “coming to Him.” And who can forget, in 
thinking of this First Word of the Great 
Ministry and its various applications, the use 
_ made of it in the close of the 11th chapter of 

the Gospel according to Matthew ?—“ Come 
unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest”; or as, perhaps, it 


would be even better to read it, “I will rest | 


you.” He calls us to the experience of rest, as 
well as of life and satisfaction. And He does 
not give rest as something apart from Himself, 


He rests us. To make this clearer, He assures 
us that He rests us in the fellowship in which 
He Himself rested—the fellowship of the 
Father ; for ere He said, “ Come unto Me,” He 
declared, “ No man knoweth the Father save the 
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
Him ; come unta Me, and I will rest you.” 


This, then, is the First Word of the Great. 


Ministry, a word that carries with it life, and 
satisfaction, and rest; a word surely to be 
passed on by those who have heard-it for them- 
selves, for even the passing of it on secures the 


solubly associated with obedience to it. 


What was the Second Word of the Great | 


Ministty ? Even a child could, I think, again be 
appealed to with reference to the matter, for the 
Four Words of the Great Ministry were all so 
simple as to appeal even to the youngest. There 
is nothing, may I say by the way, impresses 


me more as I ponder the great outstanding © . 
_ importance to following that He puts it even 
_ before serving, saying in one place, “If any ef 


words of our Lord, than the fact that they are 
exceedingly simple, and yet extraordinarily 
profound. They ‘are clear, but, oh, they are so 
deep! (We are sometimes tempted to fancy 


| that because they are so clear, they are, there- 


fore, shallow, but we cannot look into any of 


them for long without discovering that they 
Himself, and in obedience to His First Word, © 
_ in the Highlands, I was with a party of friends, 


are “ very deep.” Some time ago, on a holiday 


and we picnicked by the shore of a loch, sitting 
on the rocks. One of the articles we were 


_ using slipped from my hand, and fell into the 


loch. I saw it lying at the bottom, and it 
seemed to me to be within arm’s length, and I 


bared my arm to reach it. But a friend, who 
_ knew more about the depth of the water than I 
_ did, said, “You would need to dive for it.” 
_ The water, although deep, was “as the very 


heaven for clearness.” Even so are the words 
of the Lord Jesus—lucid, but profound. The 
Second Word of the Great Ministry is as pro- 


‘found as the first, and what is it, if not 


“Follow”? If “ Come” is Christ's word to the 
sinner, “ Follow” is Christ’s word to the dis- 
ciple. He who has obeyed the first, by so doing 
ranges himself among Christ's disciples, and 


_ is given to hear the second, “ Follow.” It is 
but He takes us to Himself, as we come, and © 


interesting to notice, as one reads the Gospel 
story, how the same men who were given first of 
all to hear the “Come” of Christ, were given 
secondly to hear His “ Follow.” It was 
“Come ” that really brought Andrew and Peter 
to Jesus, to receive at His hands of His ful- 
ness, but it was “Follow” that bound them 
to Him, and put them in the way of learning 
all they had need to learn. If through 
“coming” they received salvation, through 
“ following ” they experienced education. If by 
“coming” they were saved, by “ following ” 


_ they were disciplined. He gave them rest as they 
cultivation and the fruit of the life, so indis- came to Him, but He let them know that they 


~could find rest only as they took His yoke on 


them, and learned of Him. “Coming” in their 


case, as in ours, was, so to speak, the work of 


a moment ; “following” was the duty of a 
lifetime. The Second Word lays upon us the 
duty of every day. Not once, but always, do 
we need to hear it, for, oh! we have much to 
learn. And Christ Himself attaches so much 


man serve Me, let him follow Me.” Christ 


| must be allowed to take the initiative in every- 
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thing. 
lead the way. In all things He must have the © 


preeminence. If following does not, as He 


intends that it should, take precedence of serv- — 


ing, even serving counts for nothing. It is the 


serving, into which He conducts, that counts, 


not the serving that we undertake on our own 
initiative. Obedience to the Second Word of 
the Great Ministry involves, therefore, and 
implies self<denial and cross-bearing, even as 


Christ Himself intimated, when He said, — 


“If any man will come after Me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
Me.” Self is very quick, in the experience of 


all of us, to say, “ Follow thou me,” and we | 


are very quick, alas! to obey the voice of self. 
But self must be “ denied,” and Christ acknow- 


ledged, or followed, even although the experi- 


ence should entail, as from the very nature of 


to “become” we may become, in subjecting 
ourselves to this most wholesome discipline of 
following Him, a discipline that has every- 
thing to do with the development of the spiri- 
tual life. We “ come” to receive ; we “ follow ” 
to learn. 

The Third Word of the Great Ministry is in 
form as simple, and in content as rich, as the 
two we have already pondered. It is the word 
that very specially appealed to, and has, in all 
manner of suggestive connections, been pre- 
served by, the writer of the Fourth Gospel. It 
is the word translated in the Authorized Ver- 
sion sometimes “Continue,” sometimes “ Re 
main,” but most generally, and most effectively, 
“ Abide.” It is Christ's word to the saint, just 
as “Come” is His word to the sinner, and 


“Follow” His word to the disciple He 
speaks it as “ The True Vine,” and intimates, 


the case it must, the taking and the bearing of a — 
cross. It is, as the Book of Proverbs puts it, | 
if we are to follow we must “trust in the — 


understanding. In all our ways we must ac- 
knowledge Him” There is no other way to 
learn of Him the lessons He has to teach us, 
and in the acquisition of which we “ find rest 
unto our souls.” There are many such lessons, 


in doing so, that those who have come to Him 
and those who are following Him are, in a very 
real sense, in Him, and are called to apprehend 


Lord with ail our heart, and not Jean toour own and realize such fixity and repose as, strange to 


say, contribute, above all things, to progress. 


If we come to receive, and follow to learn, we 


_ abide, to grow. And we do grow as we abide, 
_ for our calling is not to abide with Him merely, 


lessons not only with reference to motive and | 


temper, but also with reference to mode and 


_ even we may 


1 


method. How much we have all tolearn inregard | 
to zeal, and diligence, and meekness, and lowli- 


ness, and longsuffering, and forbearance, and © 


tact, and prudence, and courage, and endur- 
ance! It is to a life-long course of instruction 
in these and many other graces He calls each 
one who has come to Him, saying, “ Follow 
thou Me.” He can quicken the steps of the 
most sluggish. He can subdue the temper of 


He can communicate wisdom to the most ignor- 
ant and the most stupid, and He can work 
fortitude and courage in the weakest and the 
most fearful. All that is required is that they 
simply “follow” Him. And of all who are 
truly His, He declares, “ I know them and they 


follow Me.” “Come ye after Me,” He said to 
His fing disciples, “and 1 will mete yon 


but to abide in Him, He Himself supplying all - 
the energy, and all the nourishment, whereby 
“bring forth much fruit.” No 
teacher, save Jesus, ever dared to say to his 
disciples, “ Abide in me,” for no teacher, save 
Jesus was ever able to offer his disciples a 
place in himself, as well as a place in his 
school. Our Master bids us not only come to 
Him, and come after Him, but actually opens 
up before us, and urges, the mystery of enter- 
ing into Him. And it is not only under the 
figure of The Vine that this mystery is pre 
sented. We have the authority of an Apostle 
for likening Christ to the soil in which, as. 
plants, we are to grow, for do we not read, “ As 
ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 
ye in Him, rooted”? “Walk, rooted!” There, 
again, is the strange conjunction of fixity and 
progress. Does anyone object,—It is impos- 
sible to walk rooted; the ideas are contradic- 
tory? Would it not be quite within reason to 
reply, We cannot ‘walk to purpose unless we 


| 
| 
the most irritable, and impatient, and intolerant. | 
| 
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we 


we Wien; the we are 


routed—in al] devotion to Him, and appropria- 
tion of Him—the more effectively, and con- 
sistently, and continuously, shall we walk. 
There is, indeed, a fixity that is indispensable 
to progress, a “taking root downward,” that is 
indispensable to “ bearing fruit upward.” The 
true “ cultivation " of the spiritual life depends 
on this, perhaps, more than on anything else. 
And as to the “ fruit ” of the spiritual life, why, 
here is the whole secret of it. He to whom we 
owe the life, He in whom we have the life, said, 
Himself, “ Abide in Me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, no more can 
ye except ye abide in Me . . . . he that abideth 
in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit, for apart from Me ye can do 
nothing.” Surely, then, “ Abide” is the Third 


Word of the Great Ministry, and, emphatically, — 


Christ's word to “the saint "—the separated 
man—the man who is not “of the world,” but 
is “in Him,” and “in Him” with the know- 


“ grace for grace.” Let us abide, then, that we 
may grow. There is no other secret of growth 
than this. 

And what was the Fourth Word of the Great 


experience that underlies each of the three is 
essential to such going as Christ enjoins. And 
if it may be said that we come to receive, and 
follow to learn, and abide to grow, then surely 


“ going,” least of all in the sphere of the spiri- 
tual life. If we are ta “ bring to” Jesus those 
who are in dire extremity, we must “go.” If 
we are to “bring in” the poor, and the 
maimed, and the halt, and the blind, to the 
scene where all things are now ready, we must 
“go.” If we are even to “bring forth” what 
Christ Himself calls “ fruit,” again we must 
“go,” for are not these His words, “I have 
chosen you and ordained you that ye should go 


_ and bring forth much fruit"? And, finally, 
ledge that “out of His fulness” he receives | 


Ministry? We are trying to take“every word 


“in his own order.” 
“first things first,” we are obliged to coin 
another dictum, and say “ last things last.” And 


If we respect the dictum, | 


the Fourth Word was the last word of the Great _ 
Ministry, but as simple and lucid as the other | 


three—the great “commanding word,” “Go.” 
If “ Come” is Christ's word to the sinner, and 


“ Follow ” is Christ's word to the disciple, and 


«“ Abide” is Christ’s word to the saint, surely 
“Go” is Christ's word to the servant. It is — 


the word with which the Gospels end, as 
“Come” is the word with which the Gospels 
begin: The intervening words, “ Follow” and 


bide,” were spoken that this, the Fourth | 


Word, might be heard to purpose, and effec- 
tively obeyed. The motto adopted by an excel- 
lent missionary organization, “Christ says to 
every lost. sinner, Come’; to every redeemed 
sinner, ‘ Go,’” is, I think, open to the criticism 
—and I hope it is not a bit of hypercriticism 
—that_Christ says something between “ Come ” 


4 


if, at the last, we are to be of those who “ bring 
with ’s them sheaves, we must “go,” for the 
truth underlying the words of the old Psalm 
is not yet outworn—“ He that goeth forth, and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him” The Fourth Word of the Great 
Ministry is, as I have hinted, as plain and in- 
telligible as the other three. It demands a be 
stirring of ourselves, a passing out of and 
beyond ourselves, yea, even a certain exposing 
of ourselves to the arduous, and the seemingly 
precarious, and the manifestly hostile, but 
on obedience to it depends “ bringing,” in every 
shape and form, for even a child can see that, 
if there is no going, there can be no bringing. 
No wonder, therefore, that it was the Last Word 
of the Great Ministry. To the very men to 
whom He first said “Come,” He finally said 
“ Go,” and then He added—as if the realization 
of the Vision was related to obedience to the 
command—“ And lo!-I am with you all the 
days.” 

How wonderful, how comprehensive, yet 
how practical, is the cycle of truth represented 
by these Four Words! And the interest attach- 


‘ing to them is not exhausted by our earthly ex-— 


EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE QUARTERLY. 
_ and “ Go,” even “ Follow ” and “ Abide.” The 
| going that is effective is the going that is the 
| gesultant of coming, and following, and abid- 
ing. No doubt, coming, following, and abiding 
may be, and happily are, coincident, but the 
. can be no “ bringing,” in any sphere, without 
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perience. His “Come” shall be heard again, | The title of our subject suggests three 
in the “ Come, ye blessed of My Father”; His thoughts:—(r) The Spiritual Life itself ; (2) 
“ Follow ” shall be perfectly obeyed, where“ the | 
Lamb which is in"the midst of the throne shall 


feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters”; His “ Abide” shall be 
realized in its perfection, where they “go no 
more out”; and His “Go” shal! obtain ful! 
assent, where “ His servants shal! serve Him. 
and His name shall be in their foreheads.” 


“be Spiritual Fife: its Cultivation 
and Fruit.” 
By Rev. JAMES CONSTERDINE. 


Sprerruat life may be explained in two 
ways. It may be regarded as the life of the 
spirit, the highest part of man's being. We 
have flesh, soul, and spirit. The man who lives 
for his body or flesh is a carnal or fleshly man. 
The man who does not rise above the soul or 
middie part of his nature is called by ‘the 
Apostle Judé “sensual,” literally “ soulish, 
while he who lives for the concerns of his im 


‘mortal spirit may be regarded as a spiritual — 


man. Again, spiritual life may be regarded as 
the life which is first imparted and then main- 
tained by the Holy Spirt of God. Perhaps 
_ we may see this double reference in St. Paul's 
words in Romans viii. 10, “If Christ be in 
you, the body is dead because of sin; but 
the Spirit is life because of righteousness.” 
Some commentators, like Dr. Gifford in the 
“Speaker's Commentary,” the late Dean 
Vaughan, and Alford, explain the word 
“spirt” of the human spirit, though Dean 
Alford admitted a reference to the Holy Spirit, 
while Bishop Moule, of Durham, interprets the 
word of the Holy Ghost. May we not say that 
both views are right, and take the passage to 
pervaded by God the Holy Ghost? “If Christ 
be in you.” The spiritual life has everything to 
do with Him, nay, He is the life itself. “1 
am... . the Life” (John xiv. 6); “ When 


Its cultivation ; and (3) Its fait. 

(t) The life itself. You could not have a 
better description of this life than you have in 
Colossians iii. 3 (the immediate context of the 
passage just quoted), “ Ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God.” There is a 
striking contrast here to the position of Adam 
and Eve immediately after the fall. When 
they heard the voice of God calling to them 
in the garden in the cool of the day, they were 
as believers are described here, dead and hiding. 
And yet what a difference! They were dead 
in sin, dead to God, and hiding in guilty shame 
from His presence among the trees of the 
garden. The believer, on the other hand, is 
dead, not in, but from sin; and instead of 
hiding, or rather secking to hide, from the pre- 
sence of God, his new “ life is hid with Christ 
in God.” “With Christ.” He is the Source 
and secret spring of this life. “ Christ in you 
the hope of glory” (Colossians i. 27). He is 
the All in all. “TI live, yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me... . I live by the faith of the 
Son of God.” “To me to live is Christ” 
(Philippians i. 21). Nothing apart from Him is 
worthy of the name of life. Here is life’s great 


motive. “ He died for all, that they which live - 


should not henceforth live unto themselves, but 
unto Him which died for them, and rose again ” 
(2 Corinthians v. 15). He is the nourishment 
(John vi. 50-58), the environment (hence be- 
lievers are spoken of as “in Christ”), the in- 
spiration (2 Corinthians v. 14), as well as the 
end and object (as the next verse shows) of 
this life. He is, in the words of Jeremiah, 
“ The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the 
Lord” (Lamentations iv. 20). 

(2) The cultivation of the life, then, must con- 
sist in the closest union and communion or 
intercourse with the Saviour. The “life hid 
with Christ in God” suggests the abiding of 
which our Lord tells us so much in John xv., 
i.¢., the most entire holding on to, and deriving 
all our vitality from, Him. Underlying the 
illustration of the vine and the branches, though 
not expressed upon the surface, we have the . 
thought of the life-giving sap which flows from 
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the stem into each true branch, ic, surely the 
Holy Spirit, by whom, while we abide in Christ, 
He abicles in us (John xv. 4). The Holy Ghost 
is a living person, not an influence, or a thing 
which can be divided and measured off into 
parts or quantities, and therefore when He is 
present He is so in all His power and fulness, 
though the responsibility lies upon the believer 
to use that fulness and turn it to account. This 
gracious Spirit comes as the Spirit of truch and 
lowe ; ‘hence —and this is a thought intimatel) 
bound up with, the aims of our Evangelical 
Alliance His presence should be both mani- 
fested and cultivated by an intense loyalty to 
every part of God's truth, and at the same time 


a deep and real love to all Christ's people, | 


even though they may not see as we do. ‘These 
two may seem to be opposite graces, but thev 
are both evidences of the same indwelling 
Spirit. The words, “If ve abide in Me, and 
My words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done untg vou ” (v. 7), sug 
gest twa methods of cultivation, both of them 
results of the Holy Spirit's work, viz., the re 
ception of God's Word and praver. (@¢) The 
Word of God. “If My words abide in you.” 
Christ's words include vastly more than His 
actual utterances during the days of His 
sojourn ‘on earth. All Scripture is His Word. 
When this finds lodgment in the heart, this is 
one way in which Christ abides in us. Make 
this Book, then, the man of your counsel. Read 
it not merely critically, still less perfunctorily, 
but looking for a blessing, expecting to meet 
with Him whose Word it is. Pray that the 
same mighty Spirit who inspired the writers 
may also inspire you in the reading, interpreta- 
tion, and carrying out what is here written. 
(6) Prayer must be believing that it may be pre- 
vailing. What warrant we have for believing 
prayer! Think of the promise in the verse 
we have just been considering (see, too, John 
xiv. 13, 14; xvi. 23), and that gracious pro- 
mise in r John v. 14, 15, “ Ye shall ask. what 
ve will, and it shall be done unto you.” The 
reason being that if, as our Lord says, we abide 


in Him and His words abide in us, our wills ’ 


will become copies of His good and perfect 


will, We shall ask such things as please Him, 


> 


f 


things which He will be only ready and willing 
to grant. Such earnest prayer is often stimu- 
lated by trial. We have a very similar thought 
in Solomon's Song iv. 16, “ Awake, O North 
Wind ; and come, thou South ; blow upon My 
garden, that the spices thereof may flow out.” 
The Wind is the Holy §pirit, who comes some 
times as the North Wind working through afflic- 
tion and discipline, sometimes like the warm 
genial breezes of the South Wind, coming in 
what we acknowledge to be mercy and blessing. 
and, after all, no mercy seems sweeter or more 
gracious than that which coming after a trouble 
has affliction for its background. 

(3) All this leads on, as the verse just quoted 
intimates, to the great result, viz., the Fruit of 
the Spiritual Life. This is described in Gala- 
tians v. 22, 23, “ The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
jor. peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness. 
faith. meekness, temperance.” Al! is the work 
of the indwelling, energizing Spirit of Christ. 


_ Again, in Philippians i. 11 we read, “ Being 
filled with the fruits (or fruit) of righteous- 


ness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glort 
and praise of God.” What is fruit? Seed, i.¢., 
reproduction ; the effort, I may call it, of the tree 
or plant to bring into existence another tree or 
plant. When we remember that in Old and 


' New Testament alike, and especially in our 
_ Lord’s parables, the word “ fruit” is used to 


denote the outcome of the Christian life, surely 
we have what I may call a most gracious inti- 
mation of what is most acceptable to God as a 
proof of our gratitude for the salvation He has 
provided in Christ. It is reproduction; in 
other words, soul winning, the effort to win 
others to Christ by our example and testimony. 
This, after all, is surely the highest means of 


grace for our own souls. Though the successful 


winning of immortal souls is the sign of God's 
greatest favour, vet, if looked at in the right 
way, nothing is so designed to keep us humble, 


_ because it seems to, and does, bring so very 


near to the great God, and the very nearness of 
His presence should show, by contrast, our 
vileness and nothingness, like Peter's draught 
of fishes. Soul winning was the great aim of 
Christ Himself, ¢.g., when hungry and thirsting _ 
at the well of Samaria, He could forget His own 


ff 
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wants, and be absorbed in the still more con- sin des 06 eaten, 
suming thirst to win one soul, and-could say as and it edifies-and instructs the ripest believer. 


He turned away from bodily food, “My meat 

is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to 
finish His work” (John iv. 34). Li the spin 
tual life be the Christ-life in us, it must show 
itself in imitation of this overpowering yearn- 
ing of the Saviour's heart. Then again, what 
is the meaning of our word “fruit”? It is 
derived from the Latin word which signifies 
“to enjoy.” We seem to have the joy of the 
Eternal Father set forth in those words of our 
Lord, “ Herein is My Father glorified, that ye 


‘bear much fruit" (Jobn xv. 8). The words, too, 


“ There is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth ” (Luke xv. 
10) refer to the delight of the great King 
Himself when even one soul is brought to Him. 
It is possible, then, for you and me to give 
added pleasure to our Father in Heaven, and 
to His Son Jesus Christ, and that for all 
eternity, by winning souls to be gems to sparkle 
for ever in the Saviour’s crown. 

Thus receiving our life from the Lord Jesus 
by the agency of the life-giving Spirit of God, 
may we ever bring others to receive from the 
same Fountain Head, men and women in whom 
Christ may see of the travail of His soul, and 
who alse shall be our “ jov, or crown of rejoic- 
ing ... . in the presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at His coming.” 


AFTERNOON MEETING. 
Bible Beading on St. Jobn's 
Gospel. 
By Mr. JOHN Woon. 


Tuts Gospel differs from the Synoptic Gos-. 


pels in that it is preeminently the Gospel of 
the Person of the Son of God. Ae is pre- 


eminently seen in it from the first chapter to . 


the last ; indeed, the Apostles are scarcely seen 
at all. It was not given by the Holy Ghost 
to the Church and to the world, through John, 


until the other three gospels had been long pos- — 


sessexi, and it is not a complement of them, bat 


a separate revelation complete in itself. In it) 


In a short reading upon so vast a topic. the 
things left unuttered must be conspicuous, but 

in order to assist my Own and others memories, 
I shall suggest to your minds a number of 
topics, arranging them in groups—three in a 
group. We must first, however, notice that the 
Apostle John uses no arguments, condescends 
to ne reasoning, indulges in no rhetoric. He 
simply states fects, the most profound, the 
most important, the most solemn of all the 
facts made known to mortal man. He allows 
no uncertainty as to the reality of these facts. 
He has no place for the sceptic who, in the 
pride of intellect, might oppose. He simply 
states, “ In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 
Moses takes us back to creation, John to the 
Creator. Moses uses a plural word indicating 
the Trinity. John tells us that “ all things were 
made by Him, and without Him was not any- 
thing made that was made.” Moses informs’ 
us that light was the first thing in the old 
creation—“ Let there be light.” John also 
brings us to the same thought with the deeper 
words, “ The life was the light of men.” 

The three pivot words ot this gospel are 
“light,” “ life,” “love.” A large proportion of 
the truth contained in the book car be, must be, 
deduced from them, and yet these, with all the 
gracious words which came out of His mouth, 
availed not to prevent rejection, which is seen 
in this gospel all through, for “ He came unto 
His own, and His own received Him not” ; 
“His disciples understood not.” Again and 
again He is a stranger, though Son of God, the 
“I am,” “the only begotten.” 

By the Word He creates By His Word 
He manifests, reveals, declares the Father. By — 
His Word He saves. To believe in His name 
is to have the privilege of sonship (chap. i. 12). 

Again, we see Him in this gospel as the 
Prophet like unto Moses (chap. vii. 40), as the 
Priest girding Himself to wash the defiled 
foot (chap. xiii.), and as the King, but always 
King of the Jews, acknowledged 4s such by 


Nathaniel (chap. i. 49), but rejected when He 
‘presented Himself (chap. xii.). 


ft 


é 


| 
| 
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Also, He is seen as the antitype of the altar, 
the laver, and the true Holy of Holies. In | 
chapter after chapter He is seen with the 
but dealing with each ome separately, and — 
always alone. In each case it is the sinner and 
the Saviour face to face, and no other person — 
present. What a picture of the altar, accessible 
to all. No wonder we so soon hear the words, 
“ Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sin of the world.” Notice also it is the Jew 
first, then Samaria’s daughter—the Gentile. To © 
the one it is the new birth, to the other “living — 
water,” whilst to a third, the poor patient by — 
Bethesda’s pool, it is “ Wilt thou be made — 
whole?” Hence we often meet the words, | 
“If any man.” we | 

| 


the true Holy of Holies, the Father and the 
Son alone. Furthermore, we meet a suggestive — 
adjective, “true” The Lord is the “irae” 
light, the “true” bread, the “true” vine, in 
sharp contrast with (1) the darkness ; (2) the 
manna ; (3) Israel—* the vine brought out of 
Egypt.” | 

Three endearing words in this gospel are the — 
Bridegroom, the Friend, the Shepherd. They are 
characteristic, and take us into deeper and closer 
relationship than anything in either of the other 
gospels. It is holy intimacy that our Lord 
graciously offers and permits ; and so it comes to 
pass that we are shown a confiding disciple 
laying his head on Jesus’ breast, a backsliding 
disciple (who is first warned and then restored, 
with the thrice repeated question, “ Simon, son 
of Jonas, lovest thou Me?”), and doubting 
Thomas, his last doubt removed, saying, “ A/y 
Lord and my God.” 

In the miracles of this gospel we see the 
Lord’s power over creation, over disease, and 
over death; every thing and every creature 
acknowledge Him except man in his emnity, and | 
perhaps the Lord’s grandest claim is uttered in 
the words, “ I am the Resurrection and the Life ; 
he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth and © 
- believeth in Me shall never die.” No wonder | 
He asks; “ Believest thou this?” 

All through we are reminded of the burnt 


_ Offering aspect of the Lord’s death ; hence there. 
| 


is no Gethsemane, no darkness, no “ Eli, Eli, 
lama sabachthani.” His moral glory shines out 


opposition to the wolf, who “catcheth and 


scattereth them,” and He is the King in oppo 
sition to the prince of this world. We know 
how the Father and the world are shown by 
the Holy Spirit, in similar opposition, in John’s 
first epistle, and how again and again the flesh 
and the spirit are in similar antagonism. Time 
fails me to speak of the “ Verily, verilys,” I 
think twenty-five times uttered ; of the miracles, 
I believe ten in number, and of the parables, 
which are so unlike those in the other gospels, 
as to make one apt to say, “ No parables here ! ” 
May the Lord open up to us ever fresh vistas, 
ever fresh springs, and give us to see things 
unseen except by faith, and to drink deeply of 
the rich stream of Covenant Truth, which here, 
and through all the Scriptures, flows from the 
Throne of the Lamb. 


EVENING MEETING. 


Wr. Gosset Address. 
Now when Mr. Wood was speaking to us 


this afternoon about “ light,” I could not help | 


thinking of a striking incident, which I heard 
long ago in India, about a very devoted mis- 
sionary named Hebich. He did not speak 
English very well, but he had hearts laid on 


his conscience, and he used to call. and visit 


officers, because he had the hearts of English- 
men as well as natives laid upon him. One 


day he went to the house of an officer, an un- 
converted man, and he said to the wife, “ Where 
is that ian, your He came down. 


“Bring your Bible, open it at the 
the first of Genesis.” “Here,” he | said, 


* we read: ‘In ‘the beginning God created 


— 


- 


through, as we know, of the essential glory of 
His deity He manifested forth His glory ; 
here we are reminded of Hebrews i. Lastly, 
(for time forbids), He is in direct op 
position with Satan. He is The Truth, 
in apposition to the father of lies; He 
is owner and Shepherd of the sheep, in 
| 
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the heaven and the earth And the | know something of what it is to be “crucified 
earth was without form and void, and | together with Christ.” 
darkness was upon the face of the Next, Romans vi. 4, “buried together.” 
deep.” Then he said, “ Stop there, shut the | It seems a step further, and yet is it 
Book.” The Book was shut. “Now,” he said, | not true as Bunyan puts it in the “ Pil- 
“open the Book, and read again, ‘And the | grim'’s Progress”?—the pilgrim was seen 
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the | to be carrying his burden till he came close to 


Now with reference to this grand subject, 
“Union with Christ.” It appears to me 
there is one important view of the matter, 
and that is “the Seven Togethers with 
Christ,” which are brought before us in the 


am,” or rather, according to the Revised Ver- 
sion, “ I was crucified together with Christ.” We 
know quite wel] that is where we begin. We are 
to lay our sins upon the Lord Jesus, and leave 
them all there... . And the apostle further 
writes in the 6th chapter of the same epistle, 
“God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
_ world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 

world.” And is not this the great and all- 
important truth which God is teaching His 
people in these days? Is He not searching them 
as with a candle of the Lord, and are we not 
to consider whether that, great I is, or is not, 
crossed out? “/ live, yet not I.” It is very 
hard, as probably all of us have learned by ex- 
perience to get that / in any way crossed out, in 
any way subdued, at all brought into captivity 
to the obedience of Christ ; and yet if we are to 
learn aright about union with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, is not this the one truth, above all 
and beyond each other, that ought to be burned 
in in our own experience? As we read in Isaiah, 
“The live coal must be Jaid upon the lips.” 
We do not want doctrine, but experience. We 
want to be brought into living union with 
_ Christ ; we want that to be more evident, more 
manifest than ‘ever ‘was }efore May we 


the cross, close to the sepulchre, then it rolled 
off right into the sepulchre, and there it was 
left. Do we practically, experimentally know 
this? Not only our sins but our cares, our 
worres, our troubles—“the little foxes that 
spoil the grapes "are they all buried in the 
grave with Christ? Again I think this is what 
the Lord Jesus is teaching His people in these 
days—the necessity of the old self being abso- 
lutely buried with Christ. 

What do we come to next? “ Quickened to 
gether with Christ.” It would take too long to 
give you all the passages bearing upon this. 
Those of you who are Bible students will be 
able to refer to them. Notice again Galatians 
ii. 20. 

And so you see this is what we have to do if 
not only let the old self die, but let Christ en- 


tirely live in us; and although to you and to — 


me all these graces, these virtues, and all these 
fruits of the Spirit are impossible, if the great 
God lives in me and works in me and 
acts in me, is anything impossible then? 
Does not Christ say, “Because I live ye 
shall live also”? Is not our life as eternal, as 
mighty, as sure as His? Undoubtedly it is, 
and then we have the step further, though the 
connection is very close, “ Risen together with 
Christ.” Again we read in the 6th chapter of 
. Romans, “If we have been plantedetogether 
in the likeness of His death, we shall be also 


not think this merely refers to the spiritual body 
in which we shall be raised hneafter. Some of 
us have heard to-day of the distinction between 
spirit, soul, and body. There is first the body, 
then the mental part—the soul—which includes 
the faculties, the reason, and the affections ; 
body of ours is now a soulish body, the Lord 


will hereafter give to His people a spiritual 


waters. And God said, Let there be light: and 
there was light."" The final word was “ Shut 
the Book.” That was the means of that man’s 
conversion. Light came. God desires that we 
should walk in this light. 
Word of God. I daresay those of you who are 
Bible students are well acquainted with these ; 
we may glance at them in order. We begin 
: with “ crucified together ” (Galatians ii. 20). “I 
| 
in the likeness of His resurrection” ; and I do 
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body. The apostle again meant in Romans vi. | is what the Lord desires to bring us to, and He 


4, Rot merely as a duty that “ we should walk | 
in newness of life,” but as a Divine possibility. 
If we walk in the power of the risen life of 


has the power to bring us to it. You see the 


- apostle longed to bring them higher, to bring 
- them into this close union with Christ. It is, 


Christ, we shall walk in newness of life That — 


is what he calls the “ power of Christ's resur- 
rection” in Philippians iii. 10. The Lord's 
people, if they are united to Christ by a living 
faith, will be, and even now are, risen with 
Christ. And then there is the thought we have 
had touched upon just now, “seated together 
with Christ in heavenly places,” and I rather 
wonder that so few expositors of the rst and 


2nd chapters of Ephesians seem to bring out — 


the overruling idea that the apostle has in his 


mind fram the 17th verse of the 1st té the | 


7th verse of the 2nd chapter—.“ That ye might 
know what is the exceeding greatness of His 
power to us-ward who believe, according to the 
working of His mighty power, which He 
wrought in Christ when He raised Him from 
the dead, and set Him at His own right hand 
in the heavenly places, far above all princi- 
pality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in 
this world, but also in that which is to come.” 
Dear friends, let us consider for a moment 
what that means. We see Christ made sin for 
us, cast out, despised, forsaken—even for a 
short season apparently forsaken by His 


not only the Gentile governors and heads, and 
the ecclesiastical rulers, but His own disciples, 
and then we wait a little while and we see Him 
raised from the dead, and then ascended on 
high and exalted to God's right hand, far above 
all principality and power. And that is the 
measuré, Christian friends, of your resurrec- 
tion life and mine. That is the exceeding great- 
ness of His power, which He wrought in Christ 
when He raised Him from the dead. And so it 
is that the apostle brings us step by step to 
show this: that all God's people are even now, 
in some mysterious way, seated together with 
Him in heavenly places, and, as our brother 
mentioned that Lady Powérscourt said, “ We 


- are not looking up from earth to heaven, but 


we are in heaven, looking down on earth.” That 


- Father—bowed down with the weight of our | 
sins, while all were standing aloof from Him, 


indeed, a wonderful thing. We take the 
parallel of Hebrews ii. 8, “ having all things 
under our feet.” All is under our feet now, and 
we ought to realize it. Is it not this, that 
troublesome /?’ If this / were content to die, 
this blessed consummation would be brought 
about. We speak about it a great deal, but it is 
a very long time dying ; vet still this is what the 
Lord would have—that we might be “ seated 
with Him iw the heavenly places.” 

We come to another, Romans viii. 17, “suf: 
ferers together with Him.” It is a mysterious 
thing that it follows after resurrection in Philip- 
pians iii, 10, where we find the apostle 
earnestly desiring this, “ That I may know Him, 
and the power of His resurrection, and the 
fellowship of His sufferings.” And, brethren, 
you and I have, so to speak, to go up to heaven, 
and we have to be quickened with His life’ and 
the power of His resurrection ; then we come 
down into this world and suffer with Him. 

The last is “ glorified together.” Is it not 


surprising? We think of the 17th chapter of | 


St. John, to which allusion has been made time 
after time to-day. Is it not marvellous? “ The 
glory which Thou hast given Me I have given 
them.” [ do not think we have a more won- 
derful prospect anywhere-—* That they also 
me be one in Us.” We often speak of that 
prayer of Christ not being answered. Let us 
remember what it is. It is not that believers 
may be one with each other, but all one with 
Christ, as Christ is one with God. This is that 
we may be “made partakers of the Divine 


nature” And does it not seem strange and 


amazing that we, with the rebel, the devil, the 


flesh nature, can be so changed that in any © 


sense whatever we may be made partakers of 
the Divine nature? And Vet what else do we read 
here?“ I in them and they in Me, that they be 


_ made perfect in one "—perfect in some most as- 


tonishing way—one with Christ and one with 


God.” And “again, “The glory Thou hast” 


given ‘Me I have given them.” If you search all 


the ‘passages which refer to glory, how few 


\ 
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there are which allude to the glory of the man as if by fire, and just bringing him into 
angels, but how many portray the glory of the — 


redeemed, the glory of the Church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
There is another way of looking at 


the subject, which I might very briefly allude 


to, and that is the blessedness of union with 
Christ in the sense mentioned in Colossians i. 
27: “This mystery... . which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory.” The word myster) 
is used about twenty-seven times in the New 
Testament, and twenty-four refer to manifesta. 
tion of the mystery ; and everyone of them, | 
think we may safely say, refers, of runs up in 
some way, to this blessed and glorious truth of 
Christ's union with the believer. There are four 
chief branches of it :—<1) Collectively, embrac- 
ing Gentiles as well as Jews—the mystery of the | 
Church (Ephesians iii. 9) ; (2) /wdividually, as 

represeming the union of Christ with each | 


believers (Ephesians v. 32, Colossians i. 27); 


(3) Corporeally, the believer's identification 


with Christ in His glorious body —the mystery | 


of the resurrection (1 Corinthians xv.); (4) 
Lispensationally, as promising the restoration 


of the Jews--the mystery of Israel (Romans — 


xi. 25). 
“Christ loved me and gave Himself for — 
me” is a marvel of love, but it is nowhere 


| 


spoken of as a mystery. It is the union of the | 
yet there is something vague, something intan- 


Creator with the creature, the union of the 
Saviour with the lost, the union of the Holy 
One with the unholy. T7haf rouses all the 


faculties of the great apostle, ¢ha/ stirs the | 


greatest depths of the apostle’s spirit, ‘hat un- 
looses his tongue. This is what he describes as — 


“the mystery,” how sinners can be made par- 
takers of the Divine nature. There are only | 
two spiritual truths which any disciple has to 


learn here ; the one is “ Christ for me,” the other | 
is “ Christ in me.” | 


a long time before they find out this truth, 
“ Christ for me,” in its fulness, its beauty, and 


its appropriateness. I think, believers, the rest | 
ome great High Priest, the one King of His 


of our lives we should learn, in all its grandeur 
and completeness, “ Christ in me” ; how Christ 


heaven, but saving us to the uttermost of our 
nature, our affections, our powers, our capa- 
cities. Again, we may say that all these ways 
of looking at the subject may run up into three. 
What are all evangelists doing (and how we 
thank God for the work of the Evangelization 
Society which our dear brother, Mr. Wood, re 
presents), and the great body of faithful mis- 


_ sion preachers who go up and down the coun- 


try? They are proclaiming “ Christ, who died 
for me and with whom I am crucified.” Then 
there are a great many other friends in various 
Conventions who are bringing “ Christ in me” 
before us, showing how we may be linked with 
Christ in His risen life. And we also ex 
pect Christ to return soon in glory to be one 
with His people, about whom some of us were 
so delighted to hear our brother speak this 
afternoon. I think it ought to be constantly 
brought forward in these dark and troublous 
days, in which so many dangerous doctrines 
are brought out, so many things that caricature 
and travesty truth. There has recently been 
_ published a book called “In Tune with the In- 
finite.” It has reached its soth or 6oth thow- 
sand. Also another book, “ From Poverty to 
Power.” These are very sultle works. They 
have many quotations from the Word of God. 
You think how beautiful, how excellent, and 


gible, though the writer seems to admit the 
, truth of the Bible. “Ah, yes,” he says, “ but 
* these ave other scriptures equally good,” and he 
mentions the books of the Hindu and the Con- 
fucian, and he puts them al! on a level with the 


_ Word of God. Though I have met with some 


in these books, I am convinced that we 
all that would bring down the Lord Jesus 
Christ from His Divine position. That is why 
I object to the whole system of Rome—that it 
brings down Christ from His place as the 


people. We do not want anyone to come be 


is able. to save to the uttermost. And now tween us and the Lord Jesus Christ. What is 
scholars tell us the proper meaning of that | needed for each one of us i: personal union 


word, It does not meag so much saying a poor 


with Him This union must be. manifested. 


| 
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We have heard one of our brethren, who spoke 


just now, allude to the 1st Epistle of St. Jobn. | 


There is one very precious passage there in the 
7th verse of the 1st chapter, “If we walk in 


the light as He is in the light, we have fellow- 
ship one with another.” Is not that wonderful ? 
Where are we to walk? Not in the darkness, 
not in the twilight, but in the bright light that 
beats upon the throne. In proportion as we 
walk in that light, all the differences will dis- 
appear, all the barriers that separate us wil! 
be broken down. Every believer, as he walks 
in the light, will have fellowship one with 
another. We will be so much in heaven that it 
might in a measure be anticipated. If we have 
the light of the Father's countenance shining 
upon us, we shall be full of love to our 
brethren. What has been of late insisted upon 
in so many Conventions? Is it not the same 
spirit which breathes in the resolutions of this 
Alliance—the spirit of mutual forbearance and 
courtesy and meekness, the outcome of that 
charity, that love that seeketh not her own. We 
are sometimes distressed when we think of the 
violent language used by Luther towards those 
who differed from him, and even the startling 
words made use of by Wesley and Toplady. 
We must have the meekness and gentleness that 
dwelt in Christ. 
When is prayer effectual? When believers 
meet together with one accord, and sink all dif- 
ferences. We must get back to the days of 
the apostles, back to Pentecost. When do, 
mighty revivals take place? When the multi- 
tude of them that believe is of one heart and 
one soul. There was a double outpouring of 
the Spirit recorded in the early chapters of the 
Acts of the Apostles. In the 1st chapter all the 
120 disciples were filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and 3,000 converted; and then, again, after 
5,000 more had believed. In the 4th chapter 
once more the Holy Ghost was poured out on 
the whole company. How could they witness 
and suffer unless they were filled with the Holy 
Ghost? We, too, are praying for a‘ great 
revival. I trust you all, too, are praying for 
a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit. How 
can we pray aright unless we are filled with the. 
Holy Ghost? There was a poor woman in 


, 


was, “I cannot explain very clearly about the 
Holy Ghost ; this I know, it is He that influ- 
ences my heart to love the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
A very precious answer it was. How we need 
this Holy Spirit. We want to manifest union 
with brethren ; how can we do this unless Christ 
lives in us? When Christ shines in our face, 
when Christ speaks with our lips, when Christ 
suffers insult and contumely in us, then, and 
not till then, shall we rightly manifest Christ 
to the brethren. Friends, let that be the con- 
clusion of the whole matter this evening. Let 
us gladly, thankfully, joyfully, welcome 
Christ to live, to act, to speak in us. May He 
bring about this blessed result, and draw His 
people first nearer to Himself, and then 
nearer to each other, for His own precious 
name's sake. 


Personal Anion with Christ. 

By the Rev. JOHN B. BARRACLOUGH, M.A. 

Our subject tonight is “ Personal Union 
with Christ, a necessity; the blessedness of 
realizing it; and the duty and privilege of 
manifesting it in love to the brethren.” How 
appropriate this subject for a conference of the 
Evangelical Alliance! How closely connected 
with our scriptural motto, “Unum Corpus in 
Christo sumus "—“ We are one body in Christ.” 
I see in our subject three most important divi- 
sions, following each other in natural and sug- 
gestive sequence— possession, realization, and 
manifestation of this union with our Lord. 

Let us begin by affirming (1) That Christ 
and the Father are one. “I and My Father 
are one,” said Jesus—one in essence, dignity, 
will, and power. (2) That Christ and His dis- 
ciples are one. I quote again His own words, 
“I am the vine, ye are the branches ; he that 
abideth in Me, and I in -him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit, for without Me ”—separate 
from Me, severed from Me—* ye can do noth- 


“ing.” You are as lifeless as a branch cut! off 


from its parent stock. (3) That the Father and 
the Son and the disciples are one. I \quote 
again the Saviour’s own words, addressed to the 


being prepared for baptism, and she 
. was asked about the Holy Ghost. Her reply 
| 
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Father, “1 in them, and Thou in Me, that 
they may be made perfect in one.” The Father 
dwells in His people by dwelling in Christ. 
Christ is in them —in them as an object of their 
faith and fear and joy and love; in them by 
His Word, which is their law ; in them by His 
sanctifying Spirit. And it is only in so far as 
we have the Son that we have the Father also. 
When Christ is made perfect in each of us, and 
each of us is made perfect in Christ, then also 
is the union of each with all made perfect ; 
and our fellowship is with the Father and with 
the Son by the Holy Ghost, and we have union 
- and communion one with another. So (4) the 
disciples are one with each other, as St. Paul 
says to the saints at Rome, “ We being many 
are one body in Christ, and every one members 
one of another.” As in the natural body the 
members are many, but united under one head, 
so in the mystical body the persons are many, 
but all united in the Lord Jesus. 

Various figures are used in the Word of God 
to illustrate our subject. Not to multiply ex- 
amples, our Lord Himself uses that of the 
vine and its branches, as we have just seen, 
showing us that He is the true source of all our 
spiritual life and vigour, the secret of all our 
strength and fruitfulness. Our root is Christ, 
and all that there is in the root is for the bene- 
fit of the branches. How comforting and in- 
structive are these facts! The Apostle Paul, 
in writing to the Ephesians, makes use of three 
different figures:—{1) A building, “a holy 
temple in the Lord, in whom ye also are 
builded together for a habitation of God 
through the Spirit” ; (2) The human body ; and 
(3) The marriage union. The second of these 
figures—that of the human body—has been 
specially on my mind in connection with this 
meeting. What figure could excel that of the 
head of a body and its members in its fitness 
to illustrate our subject? Not only the most 
sensitive part, but the highest part, the most 
honourable part, the most exposed part, and 
the most expressive part of the body is the head 
and the symbol brings out, more than any other, 
our relationship, as believers, to Christ, and our 
relationship to each other. How full of teach- 
ing, for instance, are Paul's words to the E phe 


strength.” 


sians, “ The head, even Christ, from whom the 
whole body fitly joined together, and compacted 


by that which every joint supplieth. according 


to the effectual working of every part, maketh 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself 
in love.” The words themselves are a striking 
illustration of “ compactness,” but their meaning 
surely is this: that as the human body is 
formed by the union of all the members to each 
other under the head, and by the fitness of each 
member for its own office and place in the body, 
80 the Church—the true Church—is formed by 
the union of its members under Christ, its 
Head. 

The passage clearly teaches four things :— 
(1) Our union as Christians—our personal 
union with the Lord Jesus Christ, “The 
Head.” (2) Our own individuality. Mark the 
expressions, “every joint,” “every part.” (3) 
Our relationship to each other. “ Fitly,” i.¢., 
orderly, “ joined together,” “that which every 
joint” or part “ supplieth.” (4) Our own com- 
pact unity, as the Church of Christ, ” the whole 
body joined together and compacted,” “ maketh 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself 
in love.” 

Surely I need not remind you that this per- 
sonal union with Christ is an absolute necessity 
for every Christian—necessary for life, for 
growth, and for the perfection of the body. 
Blessed fact, Christian friends! So real, so 
close, so lasting is this union that the members 
of the human body are not more really, closely, 
or durably united to its head than we are to 
Christ. We are therefore said to be “ members 
of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones.” 


But let us femember our individuality and re 


lationship to each other. Here is an important 
duty and privilege. Each member of Christ's 


| body has his own office. Let us prayerfully and 


faithfully fulfil that office ; and let us individu- 
ally seek to promote the health and growth of 
the body. The two great causes of soul sick- 
ness and stunted growth (as in the case of the 
-body) are contaygion-and neglect. Let us then 
be on Our guard against both of these dangers, 
and exercise ourselves unto godlineis. “ They 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
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Brothers and sisters, let us individually make 
sure that we are im the body of Christ. Let this 
union with Christ be a reality in our experi- 
ence; and then let us be deeply concerned 


_ about the health and growth and welfare and 


happiness of that body, of which we are mem- | 


bers, and thus manifest, as our subject ex- 
presses it, love to the brethren. 

This love to the brethren is clearly enjoined 
by the Lord Himself. “ A new commandment,” 


new because of its supreme excellence, “I give | 


unto you, that ve shal! love one another; as | 
have loved you, that ye also love one another.” 
The characteristics of this love are given us at 
some length in 1 Corinthians xiii., to which we 


may add the same apostles words to the 


Romans and the Philippians, “ Let love be with. 
out dissimulation ... . Be kindly affectioned 
one to another, with brotherly love; in honour 
preferring one another.” “ Be likentinded, hav- 
ing the same love, being of one accord, of one 
mind.” Our Lord Himself gives the measure 
of this love in the text I quoted just now, “ As 


_ | have loved you, that ye also love one another.” 


And on this point St. John writes, “ Beloved, 
if God se loved us, we ought also to love 
one another.” The same apostle informs us 
that this love of the brethren is a fest of our 
new birth, “We know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren. He that loveth not his brother 
abideth in death.” And. our Lord Himself 
again teaches that this brotherly love is a proof 
to the world of our discipleship. “ By this shall 
all men know that ye are My disciples, if ve 
have love one to another.” Love was to be the 
distinguishing mark of His saved people. _ 
To the texts that I have already quoted let 
me add the following, all bearing upon the sub- 
ject of brotherly love amongst the Lord’s 
people. Pardon me for giving you so much of 
Holy Scripture. God’s own Word is infinitely 
better than anything I can say about it. The 
exhortation to “ love one another” occurs many 
times in the New Testament ; and the follow- 
ing will give us various ways of manifesting 


_ that love :—“ Have peace one with another ” ; 
“ Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, ‘for- | 


giving one another ” ; “ Let each esteem. other 


better than themselves”; “ Forbearing one 
another in love” ; “ By love serve one another ” ; 
“ Be of the same mind one toward another" ; 
“Submitting yourselves one to another”; 
“ Have the same care one for another”; “ Re 
ceive ye one another” ; “ Bear ye one another's 
burdens " ; “ Consider one another to provoke 
unto love and to good works”; “ Comfort one 
another”; “Confess your faults one to 
another, and pray one for another” ; “ Follow 
after the things which make for peace, and 
things wherewith one may edify another”; 
“Admonish one another”; “Use hospitality 
one to another“; “.Exhort one another"; “ Be 
ye all of one mind, having compassion one of 
another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be cour- 
teous.” These are only some of the texts that 
might be given. “If amy man say, I love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar,” is the 
plain language of St. John, the apostle of love. 
Love to Christ must, and always does, produce 
love to the brethren ; and let us cultivate love 
and unity more and more. If we will only 
open our hearts to the love of Christ, a never- 
failing stream of love to our brethren will flow 
forth. Those brethren will be found profess- 
ing various creeds on non-essentials, and be 
jonging to various Christian denominations. [ 
am not speaking now of loving those only who 
belong to our own church or chapel or sect. The 
virtue and glory of the gospel in its saving, 
sanctifying power is that it leads us to love 
those who differ from us, because they are 
Christians, and therefore our brethren—-“ Heirs 
of the same immortal bliss, with fears and — 
hopes the. same.” We do not make little of 
error. God forbid that, for the sake of péace, 
we should ignore God's Word. But let us 
commend the truth we hold by Christian love. 
Let us draw nearer to Christ—essential Love— 
ourselves. Let us warm our cold hearts with 
the burning love of Jesus, and let the icy bar- 
riers of sects and “ isms” be thawed before it. 


i a 
. 
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“persona Bnion with Christ a 


The Biessedness of Realising it, and the 
Duty and Privilege of Manifesting it to 
the Brethren. 

By Mr. R. C. MorGan. 


_ Tess are shallow days. Somebody has 
just published a book called “ The Lost Art of 
Reading.” We hear of lost arts of every kind 
—the lost art of believing, and the lost art of 
thinking. We want to think out these things, 
not to hold them merely as doctrines, not merely 
in our thinking, but im our loving and our 
living. 

Some important foundation truths are cun- 
nected with this subject. First, we are not 
united to Christ in His Incarnation. There is a 


tendency to shift the centre of gravity from the 


Atonement and the Cross to the Nativity and the 
Incarnation. Christ might have been born, and 


lived and gone back to heaven, and had He | 


no died for us He would have returned to 
heaven alone. We are united to Him in Resur- 
rection. In John xii the Greeks—the Gen- 
tiles—said to’ Philip, “Sir, we would see 
Jesus,” and Jesus said, “ The hour is come.” He 
had come as the Messiah to the Jew, but now 
the Gentile comes not to the Jews’ Messiah, but 
to the world’s Saviour, and He must die. 

The Jews looked for Him as their Messiah 
in the flesh to take the throne of David, but 
Jesus, when the Gentiles came, says, “ Except 
a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, 
it abideth alone: but if it die, it beareth much 
fruit.” The Lord Jesus, through Death and in 
Resurrection, bears much fruit, and we are 
united to Him in His Resurrection. This is 
fundamental. 

We turn to Romans vii., where the apostle 
speaks to them who know law—not she law, but 
law—who understand the process of law. The 
woman who has a husband is an adulteress if 
she marries another man while her husband 
lives ; \but we have died to the law by the body 
of Christ, ang) are married to Him who is raised 
from the dead, so that the union is a true and 


is symbolized in the Word. Jesus Himself 


| speaks of it as the vine and the branches. The 


apostle here speaks of it as a marriage union, 
and a marriage union means love. It is a union, 


therefore, in love. As we have alivady been 


hearing, it is not @ necessity for us to be one 
with Christ ; it is in the necessity of things. As 
our chairman has remarked, it is the necessity 
of our being born again. Regeneration is but 
another word for Resurrection. 

God has put these truths into insect life in 
wonderful parables of nature. Insects die out 
of being grubs, and come forth as mothe or 
butterflies. He shows us the great principle of 
Resurrection, and so of Regeneration. We 
cannot pass into the new life without dying to 
the ald. The silkworm dies out of being a 
worm, goes into its chrysalis tomb, and comes 
out a new creature, flying in the summer sun- 
shine. We die to our old nature, die to our old 
connection with Adam, and rise again in Jesus 
Christ. The great word of the Gospel is 
Resurrection. “With great power gave the 
apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus.” We want to put that down 4s a vital 
fundamental element in our faith. 

It is a union in love. Doctrines alone will 
not do; you cannot live upon doctrines. We 
may hold the highest kind of Calvinistic doc- 
trine, or the freest doctrine of freewill, but 
neither the one nor thesother will of itself bring 
peace. We must have the love in our souls, we 
must know these things in the depth of our 
being, if they are to be of any value to us. 
The joy, the blessediness of it has been already 
referred to. F ive times over the Apostle John says 
“that your joy may be fulfilled” (xv. 11, xvi. 
24, xvii. 8, of the Gospel of John; and in 
1 John i. 4; 2 John 12). The underlying 
thought in each case is fellowship, communion, 
love. “We have fellowship one with another,” 


that is, we have fellowship with God, and conse- _ 


quently with each other. The two things go 


together. We cannot have fellowship with God 
and not with one another ; we cannot have fel- 
_lowship with one another and not with God. 


There has been a word said about the 


| | 


\ 


. danger of losing the fellowship, In that won 


| 
| 
} 
; 


- shall @ man leave his father and his mother. 


_ would instruct me ”"—into the house of Nature, 


» rule the Head, but the Head the body. In 
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derful book, the Song of Songs, which is Solo | 


mon's, the Bride says, “ Let Him kiss me with ' 


the kisses of His mouth” “I sat down under 
His shadow with great delight, and His fruit — 
was sweet to my taste.” “ His left hand is under — 
my head, and His right hand doth embrace me.” 
But, by-and-by, she is on her bed of ease—“ a: 
ease in Zion.” She seeks Him whom her soul 
loves, but finds Him not. The Bridegroom 
knocks and she does not open. If we want to 
put our finger on the weak place in the Church's 
life today, it is want of personal love to the 
Saviour. Personal heart love, as of the wife to 
the husband, is the secret of everything as to | 
Now may we look for a moment at the last 
chapter of the Song, “O that thou wert as my 
brother.” One of the marvels to me of Scripture 
exposition is when this is spoken of as an 
advance in Christian life. She degen with the 
kisses of His mouth “Thy love is better than 
wine” ;“I sat down under His shadow with 
great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my 
taste.” She did not_dream of being despised 
when she kissed Him without. No true wife 
has any fear of kissing her husband in the open. 
If any wife said that to her husband, would 
not he feel outraged? She might have many 
brothers, but only one husband. “ Therefore 


and shall cleave unto his wife, and they twain 
shall be one flesh.” 

“I would lead thee.” As though she said, 
“I am going to do some service. Come 
with me, Lord Jesus. I would take 
the initiative I would lead Thee and 
bring Thee into my mothers house, who 


of whom Ezekiel (xvi.) says, “ Thy father was 
an Amorite, and thy mother a Hittite.” My 
mother is needed to instruct me how to please 
Thee, my Divine Husband! “I would cause 
Thee to drink of spiced wine of the juice of my 
pomegranate.” May we not read in these words 
the condition of the Church—putting personal 
service before personal love to the Lord, who 
is the Head of the body. The body must not 


Genesis we read of the pure blood of the grape, _ 


to be united as “ the fulness of Him who filleth 
all in all.” 


“His left hand should be under my head, 
and His right hand should embrace me.” She 
had said, in earlier days, “ His left hand ss 


Him who “came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give His life a ransom for 
many 

Now listen to what the Bridegroom says, 
“Who is this that cometh up from the wilder- 
ness leaning upon her Beloved?” In a previous 
time of failure, when the slipping away was 
not so great as this, He had said, “ Who is this 
that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars 
of smoke, with myrrh and frankincense, and all 
powders of the merchant ?” What does it mean? 
The pillars of smoke in the wilderness ascended 
from the burnt offering, with the frankincense 
of the meal offering, and represented Jesus as 
perfectly acceptable to God ; and from the sin 
offering outside the camp, representing Him as 
made a curse for us. And now He says, “ Who 
is this that cometh up from the wilderness lean- 
ing upon her Beloved?” A poor sinner, a con- 
victed sinner, forgiven through Him who was 
as every offering in one—-coming up, leaning 
hard upon her Beloved. “I raised thee up 
under the apple tree ; there thy mother brought 
thee forth; there she brought thee forth that 
bare thee.” Note the contrast between her 


mother-—Nature ; and her Redeemer—the Son 


of God. 


love belongs to Me ; as seal upon thine arm,” 


for I have redeemed thee, thou are Mine.” 


# 


and Scripture testifies that the blood of the 
grape is the type of the blood of the Lamb. 
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood, : 
which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins.” And so let us examine ourselves whether 
we are acknowledging the supreme right of our 
Lord, who is the Head of the body, and with 
whom it is our marvellous privilege and blessing 
under my head, and His right hand doth 
embrace me.” She is feeling after a lost experi- 
ence—after something that she once enjoyed. 
Do we not know what it is to feel after a lost 
i thinking to recover it by mini to 
| 
| 
1 | 


Divine love is strong as death upon the cross ; 
the jealousy of Love is cruel as the grave. 


She has come to herself; His words have 


opened her eyes to herself and Him. And now 
she says, “ We have a little sister; what shal! 
we do for her?” That brings in the last 


point in our subject. The Shulamite is able to 


think of others, of the undeveloped ones— 
those whom we are able to help. We have come 
to Christ, we have realized our union with Him, 
we know the blesseciness, the joy of it ; then we 
forget ourselves and think of others. Who is 
the little sister? You say the Song is a Jewish 
scripture, and the little sister represents the 
Gentiles. I will not question it. But the Bible 
is my Bible ; it was written for me. Who is my 
little sister? Every poor sinner, every weak 
one in the Church, is my little sister; and 
I shall think about her, I shall pour myself 
out for her welfare, just in proportion as | 
know my oneness, my union with my beloved 
Redeemer and Saviour and Lord. John, in one 
of the Patmos visions, was told to eat up the 
little book. Luther says, “ There is only one 
Book—the Bible; only one person—Jesus 


Christ.” So John ate it up and found it — 


sweet as honey in his mouth, but bitter in diges- 
tion. If we are the followers of a suffecing 
Saviour, to whom everything in this world was 
bitter, we shall find it bitter also. From the 
time of the Passover, the Israel of God have 
eaten the lamb with bitter herbs, It is good for 
us to have the bitters, they are wholesome. 


_ Having eaten, John must prophesy. Not | 


dance of the heart the mouth speaketh 

The next chapter tells us about the witnesses. 
Every believer is constituted a witness of Christ, — 
with the promised power of the Holy Ghost. 
That fills up our subject—* How we should 
manifest our union with Christ to our 
brethren.” John says that our Advocate with 


| 


the Father is the propitiation for our sins, and | 


_ with 2 love which cannot ‘confine itself to the . 
Church, he exclaims, “ And not for ours only, — 
| but for the whole world.” Let us take in as | hidden. ; 
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will, by. the grace of God, manifest the union 
which we have with Christ to the whole world ; 
and God will work in us to will and to do of 


His good pleasure—to speak as we live and to 
live as we speak, in the power of the Eterna! 


Spirit. 


CHRISTIAN WOMEN IN INDIA, 


UNDER the benign guidance of Christianity 
the condition of women in India has been 


greatly improved. 

At one time, before missionary work 
was begun, and for some time afterwards, 
a woman was hardly counted as having a 
soul, and for her to learn to read would 


have been preposterous. Ten years ago 
the only forms of work open to Christian 


women, with rare exceptions, were those 
of teaching and Bible reading ; but since 
then an educated young woman has open 


lawyer, and the varied literary pursuits, 
The Christian women of India have held 


industries in that land, such as rug-making, 
silk embroidery, handkerchief-making, lace 
and thread work, making of chairs, baskets, 


IN the New Testament the Old lies open. 
inthe Old. Testament the New lie 


PE out to them as a worthy ambition an 

honourable professional career. The recent 
years of famine have also opened many 
| and ropes, as well as gardening and field 
work. Hitherto these industries have 
: belonged exclusively to men, but these 
only because he is commanded. If we have 
employments are now given to wom 
eaten up the little book, and are Gaily feeding well, it is of very 
, upon it ; if it is building up our spiritual being; it wil] mean that the Christian women 
will do much to shape the character of the 
| homes, and so the communities in which 
they reside. The hope is expressed that 
these same efforts may be carried into the 
villages of India in a systematic and sus- 
tained way, Christianity will have large 
development in the future along these lines 
_ 
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SOUTH LONDON BRANCH. 


forty members and friends present. The 
Scripture, and the Rev. Trevor Fielder led 


Benham, introduced Mr. Wellby as an old 


friend of the Branch, and called upon him | 


to address the meeting. 
Mr. ‘Wellby based his address on his 


serious hinderance in the way of the con- 
ion of the natives to the Christian _ 


version 
religion. Mr. Wel eliby also spoke of the | 
religious work he came in touch with in — 


formed enabled Christians of all sects to 


meet together in agreement and harmony. 


The meeting was closed with the singing | 
of a hymn and the Benediction. 


IN MEMORIAM. 


Y the death of Major-General 
Hatt NOBLE we have lost 
one of our most valued mem- 
bers and councillors. For 

twenty-five years General Noble had given 
us his wise counse! and loving sympathy, 
and, although for some time through ill- 
health his attendances at meetings had 
been necessarily rare, he never failed 
to communicate with us and take warm 
interest in all things concerning the Evan- 
gelical Alliance. 

As Chairman of the Keswick Mission 
Council his influence was greatly valued. 
or even the Army Scripture Readers’ 
Society was thought of, General Noble 
worked for Christ in the Army, and, with 
half-a-dozen other officers, founded the 


- last-named Society. 


When Colonel at Aldershot, at which 
time he joined the Alliance, General Noble 
used to gather the young officers of his 
regiment for Bible study and prayer, and 
there are those to-day who remain to testify 
to his genuine example and faithful witness 


for Christ. 


General Hatt Noble was simply and 
quietly buried in the cemetery at Reigate. 
The coffin was completely covered by a 
Union Jack, and there was laid to rest a 
Christian soldier, fell of gentionens 
and love. 


We append a short extract from thé 


address given by the Rev. F. C. Davies, 
_ who officiated at General Noble’s funeral :-— 


“The Vicar, in a short address, em- 
_“phasized the fact that two cardinal 


Another drawing-room meeting was held | “ doctrines were prominent in the General's 


at the house of Mrs. Milner, Lawn House, 


“ life and character, viz., the atonement and 


Clapham Park, on Dec. 4th, at which a “the second coming of our Lord. He held 
.“ firmly to the conscious belief that salva- 
_“tion-was based upon the atoning work 
_ “of Jesus, Christ-upon the cross,. togethier 


few new members joined. 
The Rev. S. Barlow took the chair, and 


| 
| 


On Oct. oth a meeting of the South 
London Branch was held at the residence 
of Mrs. Benham, “Lymington,” Loats 
Road, Clapham Park. There were about 
the meeting in prayer. The chairman 
was Mr. Leonard Benham, who, after 
countries which he had recently had the 
2 pleasure of visiting. After mentioning 
the remarkable difference of the religions 
of the East and West, Mr. Wellby gave 
an interesting account of his stay in India, 
and noted with regret that the worldly 
lives led by many Europeans there put a | 
; passing through Ceylon, Java, China, and 
Japan. In all these countries he found 
encouraging signs of progress, and he 
| considered that there is a great future 
before Christian Missions in China. 
Mr. Fielder gave an address on the Basis | 
of the Evangelical Alliance, and pointed | 
| 
i address, which was much enjoyed. to — 
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“ cleanse the heart of the believer from all 


his conversation when 
“speaking of the and interests of 
Kingdom. Con- 
was his carnest 
“ anticipation of the second coming of our 
“ Lord, not only the blessed vision of secing 
“Him as He is, but the promised trans- 
“ formation which will follow of being made 
“like unto Him. The hastening of this | 
“event seemed to his Christian 
“ life, and accounted largely for his activity | 
“ in promoting the means for spreading the 
“ Gospel in his own country and amongst 
“ the heathen in other lands. Whether with 
“ the circle of open-air workers in his own _ 
“ neighbourhood, or in the important and 
“ responsible sphere of work at the C.M.S. | 
“ house, or in Convention and Association 
“ relationships—the maintenance and ex- 
“tension of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, in- 
“ dividually and collectively, seemed ever 
“the impelling feature of his life and 
“service. Of his bold, unswerving faith 


“and unflinching, unwearying mainten- | 


“ance of the true evangelical doctrines 
“of the Church of the Reformation, there 
“can be no doubt. In this General Hatt 
“ Noble stood out as a consistent example 
“in these days of degenerating and dis- 
“ integrating forces and influences.” 


Death has also taken from us another 
of our councillors, the Rev. Dr. BORRETT 
WHITE, Vicar of St. Mary Aldermary, in 
the City of London. By his death England 
loses a staunch — of evangelical | 


| 
Mr. ALEXANDER HENDERSON, J.P., of 


West Park, Dundee, has passed away at 


_ 393 
He spent the whole of his business life in the 


| city of Dundee, where his shrewd insight, 


cautious = well-ordered 
energy, combined with a keen sense of 
honour and the strictest probity, carly 
raised bim to a position of influence and 
respect in commercial circles, which he 
kept and ir sproved to the end. 

His intimate acquaintance with practical 
work, his genial kindliness of disposition, 
his justness, fairness, and firmness made 
him in many respects an ideal captain of 
industry. 

But the true mainspring of Mr. Hender- 
son's noble and exemplary life was his 
religious character. An enthusiast for his 
Church and her schemes, both foreign and 


domestic, he was, at the same time, a man 
_ of wide and tender sympathies, embracing 
_ all wise and Christian philanthropies. For 


many years he and his wife made their 
beautiful home a rallying point for good 
people of all the Churches, and for Christ- 
inspired work of many kinds. 


Mr. GEORGE HENDEN FREAN, of the 
firm of Peek, Frean & Co., who has died 
in his eighticth year, was another of our 
oldest members. Though much engaged in 
business, he made a point of attenting two 
week-night services. His influence for 
good from his earliest days, both at home 
and abroad, was always for the best, and 
in his household—a very busy one—family 
worship was never neglected either morn- 
ing or evening. Mr. Frean was for many 
years a director of the London Missionary 
Society, and one of the founders of the 
Sunday School Union in Devon and | 
Cornwall. 

In the removal of the Rev. A. A. ISAACS, 
| M.A., we have lost a prominent member, 
and those who knew him best fc<i that the 
world is all the poorer for his removal. 

In his young days Mr. Isaacs exhibited 


the advanced age of eighty-four. He was | great energy in his work, and came tobe _ 
_ an old and valued member of the Alliance. recognized as a clergyman of more than 


“sin. Such a grip had he of the worth 

“of grace wrought out in himself by his | 
“Saviour, that a burning love for Jesus | | 
“Christ shone forth in his character and | 
“in his daily life. This was frequently | 
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ordinary zeal and ability. He rendered | Square ; Christ’s Church, Westminster 


a large amount of voluntary service to the Bridge Road; Trinity Presbyterian Church, 


C.MLS., the Jews’ Society, the Pastoral | 


Aid Society, and the Church Association, 
to say nothing of local institutions, which 


Clapham Road ; St James's Schools, Clap- 


ham Park Road; Christ Church Hall, 
_ Brixton Road ; Immanuel Mission Room, 


owed much to his care and efforts on their | 


behalf. 
About ten years ago Mr. Isaacs accepted 
the encumbency of Portland Episcopal 


Chapel, Bath, which had been placed at 


his disposal without solicitation of any Meeting House, and Park Hall, Barking ; 


kind. For eight years he ministered to 
a people who enjoyed his clear testimony 
for the sovereignty and grace of God. In 
literary finish and style his sermons came 
far above the average. 

He was a man of acute intellect and 


_ wide reading, and with him has departed 


from us one of the standard bearers of the 
truth, We can but remember that the 


Streatham ; Parochial Hall.and Parish 


Church, Brixton ; Mostyn Road Wesleyan 


Church, Brixton ; Y.M.C.A., Ealing; Baptist 
Tabernacle, Wesleyan, Primitive Methodist 
and Congregational Churches, Friends 


_ East London Tabernacle, Bow ; Westbourne 


love to walk in the old ways, and who, 
like him, will never shrink from burdens — 


duty. 


We regret to have to add to those men-~- 


-and hardships if they lie in the path of © 


tioned above the names of the Hon. Miss — 


G. Ruthven, Mrs. Archibald Campbell, | 


Mrs. Fordyce, Mrs. Hammond Chubb, and — 
R. J. Pressley, Esq. 


WEEK OF PRAYER. 
WE are giad to say that the Programme 


for the Week of Prayer has been much — 
more widely distributed all over the world | 


than it has ever been before, and our sub- 
scribers cannot fail to notice how the 
signatures increase greatly from year to 
year. In London this year and in the 
suburbs Meetings for Prayer will be more 
widely held than usual. Large Central | 
Meetings will be held in Exeter Hall twice. 
daily, also at Mildmay, and in the Alders- 


gate Street Y.M.C.A. Buildings. Meetings 


for Prayer will also be held in St. Aubyn’s 
Hall, Norwood ; St. Paul’s 


Park Chapel; Westminster Baptist Chapel ; 
John Street Chapel, Edgware Road ; Talbot 
Tabernacle, Notting Hill; Baptist Chapel, 
Upper Holloway ; Baptist Chapel, Station 
Road, Plumstead ; Blackheath, Sidcup, &c. 


=—=—==== —= 


CHELTENHAM.—An encouraging series 


Lord lives, and can raise up those who of services has been commenced in the 


Victoria Rooms, Cheltenham, with the 
object of reaching those who attend no 
place of worship. The meetings begin 
each Sunday evening at 8.30, and are 
addressed by the clergy and ministers, who 
work in the utmost unity to reach the 
crowds. The method of procedure is as 
_ follows :—A layman presides and delivers _ 
a short address. A clergyman reads 4 
_ lesson, a Free Churchman gives the address 
(or vice versd), two solos are rendered, and 
the congregational singing is led by a string 
band and choir, organized from the various 
churches of the town. If such an effort 
possessed no other value, it is an object- 
lesson upon evangelical unity. Large 
numbers of people have attended these 


gatherings, and it is proposed to continue 
_ the work until the spring of next year, 


PAUL had one theme—Christ Crucified. 


He did not think or teach that one food 


"was ag good as another, one medicine as 


potent as another, one gospel,as safe as __ 


h 
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The Balf-Bour's Silence. 
Rev. viii. 1. 
By Rev. TREVOR FIELDER, M.A. 


in connection with this momen- 
tous subject into which we 
need not enter. The exegesis 
of the Apocalypse is confessedly difficult, 
and a variety of interpretations await our 
scrutiny if we endeavour to master the 
details. A blessing, we are told, distinctly 
attaches to the study of this prophecy. 


| Asking the Holy Spirit to take of the 
_ things of Christ and to show them to our 


* souls, we shall be prepared for the delivery 


of the message which will in due course 


_ be entrusted to us. We all know the con- 
HERE are many considerations — 


nection in philology of thinkfulness and 
thankfulness. Many live far below their 
spiritual income, simply because their 
minds do not dwell as the Master intends 
they should dwell, upon Himself. 

It may speak to us of silence in prayer. 
This may seem to involve a contradiction ; 
but is it really so? McChcyne used to 


_ say that he spent much time in getting his 


beauties as we are able to bear them, and | 


however divergent may be the points of © 
view from which some of this unique 


section of God's Word may be regarded, 


there can be no question as to the risen, 


ascended Saviour being the one great 
centre of the whole. 


Leaving, therefore, the tempting task of 
endeavouring to define the time and the | 


special circumstances to which the passage 


has reference, let us rather endeavour to 


come to a conclusion as to the morc 


homely, and not less practical, lessons 


which this half-hoyr’s silence may have to 


teach us. 

It is the stlence of thankfulness. The 
pause succeeds a series of events of which 
the result is unmistakably the exaltation 
of the Lamb once slain. He has prevailed. 
His are the fruits of victory. His authority 
is recognized. A great chorus has just 
sung His praise. No discordant note has 
been heard. Christ is all in all. It is in 
His triumph His people share to-day. 
“Rest and be thankful” has a new 
application to the believer in a Saviour's 
finished work. A gratitude too deep for 
words—have we experienced this? Sweet 
thoughts to be translated in the King’s 
good time into action. We are bidden to 
consider (Heb. iii. 1) the Apostle and 
High Priest of our confession. Such 
silence will be rich in its effect on our lives. 


i 


j 
~ 


| 


The Spirit of God will reveal to us new heart in tune for prayer. Prayer is often- 


times hard work, and, paradoxical as the 
statement is, the reason is far too often 
because we are apt to overlook the fact 


that, even if the time of prayer is curtailed © 


thereby, the petitions conceived in this 
spirit cannot fail to have an abundant 
answer. To those who desire presentation 
to an earthly monarch many hours are 
necessarily spent in ascertaining the con- 
ditions to be observed. There must be the 
donning of the prescribed apparel, punc- 


_ tilious regard paid to the requirements of 


| 


4 


etiquette. In what spirit do we approach 
the King of kings? 
loving welcome, it is true, than that ever 
received from an earthly court, the fullest 
assurance of benefits to be derived. Those, 
however, who know their own hearts best 
become most conscious of their own un- 
worthiness. Let us in fellowship with 
conscience-striken Elijah await the still 
small voice (1 Kings xix. 11, 12) ; Samuel’s 
prayer on our lips (1 Sam. iii. 10) ; grate- 
ful expectation in our hearts (Ps. Ixii. 5). 

As the sense of our value of this silence 
becomes enhanced, we shall urge the im- 
portance of this application of the words 
upon the world around us. Amidst the 
hurry and bustle of modern life, what is 

it which is most deplored by Christian 
salad It is indifference, and this in- 
difference springs from thoughtlessness. 
Fierce as is the opposition in many quarters, 
j \! 


4 


We have a more. 


meee 
| 
| 
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the seienies becomes most depressed 
by the light and airy manner in which his — 
warnings 
sometimes to wish that Jeremiah’s experi- 
ence had been his rather than Ezeckiel’s. 
As far as the things of God are concerned, 
multitudes have ceased to “give them a 
thought.” In an age when more compli- 
ments are paid workers for Christ than 
ever, there is a more manifest reluctance 
to listen to their teaching. What is the 
remedy? May we not say literally in 
thousands of cases, Aalf an hour's silence ? 
Let us exhort men, while holding, if they 
like, in suspense their acceptance or rejec- 
tion of any particular argument with which 
we may have endeavoured to convince, to 
shut out every presence but that of God 
Himself. A definite pause in life, if even 
of brief duration ; a prayer that God would 
reveal His own will; a readiness not to 
listen to a fellow-sinner for the moment, 
but to hear the voice of the Most High. 
In how many lives such a moment never 
comes. Let us entreat men to try the 
experiment, and by the Spirit's power 
manifested in answer to the believing 
prayer of God's children, souls would be 
won for Christ. 

Another obvious lesson to be drawn 
from the passage is the need for such 
silence in anticipation of further useful- 
ness. Elijah, we have seen, needed to be 
withdrawn from the world. Moses learned 
more in those forty years in Midian of his 
own limitations than he ever learned before. 
The great Apostle to the Gentiles required 
that period of quiet silence before God in 
Arabia before executing his commission. 
He would not otherwise have had true 
fellowship with those who we are told 


Christ ordained (Mark iii. 14) first te be 
_with Him, and then to be sent out to 


preach. The writer remembers an aged 
clergyman once pleading in prayer on his 
behalf when taking up an arduous post, 
“ Lord, the devil will tell him he is not 


working hard enough : Lord, stop him.” 


\ 


Did not that point to the seneniion of 
the fact that work undertaken in any spirit 


are received. He is tempted of haste is sure to be perfunctory in its 


character, and that “ knee drill "—to bor- 
row a term employed in some quarters— 
accompanied by an often literal half-hour’s 
silence, is absolutely essential? Mary's 
“part” will not be taken away from us. 
Martha's may. 

Lastly, there is the silence of expectation, 
the anticipation of coming glory. That 
silence which should be a more frequent 
privilege as we near the pearly gates. 
“ Keep yourselves in the love of God,” says 
Jude. There is the sunshine, believers ; 
bask in it. You have been silent before 
God (Ps. xlvi. 10) in some bitter sorrow, 
some heavy bereavement, some pressing 
anxiety. Don't forget that the Sun of 
Righteousness with His healing wings 
(Mal. iv. 2) rose on the resurrection morn- 
ing to set no more. As earth's attractions 
fade, the call is more urgent to live in the 
future. Here we have no continuing city, 
but we seek one to come (Heb. xiii. 14). 
Very soon “we shall see Him as He is” 
(1 John iii. 2). 


SWISS BRANCH OF 
THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE, 


THE Conference of the Swiss Committee 
took place in Berne on Oct. 27th. The 
report of the Central Committee recorded 
the great loss: they had sustained through 
the death of Herr President Pastor Arnold 
Bovet. They also recalled with much 
regret the deaths of M. Vischer-Sarasin 
and M. Senft. Among many questions 
discussed was that of the formation of 
Prayer Meetings in January. With a few 
modifications, which suited the circum- 
stances of a different country, the English 
programme was adopted by the Central 
Committee. The Conference was closed 
with an address by Professor Godet on - 
and Missiqa.” 


| 
| 
| | 
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NEW BOOKS. 


THe Rich MAN's BRETHREN; OR, 
ScripTurRe Surficrent. An ex- 
position of the latter part of the narrative 
of the Rich Man and Lazarus, by George 
William Butler, M.A., Rector of West 
Knighton with Broad Mayne, Dorset. 
(S. W. Partridge & Co.) Price is. 

About five years ago, a little booklet 
entitled “Here and Hereafter; or Life, 


as with an alarm, that now, while it is called 
to-day, in the accepted time, and day of 
salvation, they may seek the Lord and be 
reconciled to Him. Secondly, to awaken 
in those who are already partakers of this 
inestimable blessing a more lively sense of 
the goodness of God, and to call forth their 
grateful praise that He has saved their souls 


from destruction, and their lives from going ~ 


down into the pit. A third object in view, 
is, to stir God's children to more earnest 
efforts to rescue the perishing, ere these 
have passed into eternity, or into hopeless 
indifference, and hardness of heart, here in 
this life.” Dealing with the request of the 
rich man that Lazarus might be sent to 
warn his five brethren, Mr. Butler, for the 
sake of argument, imagines the request 
granted, and, in a very striking way, takes 
the five brothers as representing five classes 
or types of character, viz. the Pharisee, 
the man of the world, the worshipper of | 
mammon, the unbelieyer, and the man of 
wicked life, each of whom has reasons, or 
rather excuses, of his own for not attending — 


| “Beware of that subtle infidelity, now 


_ prevalent, that approaches the Bible with 
_ the kiss of seeming reverence and love, and 


then proceeds to ask of what is written 
_ therein, ‘ Hath God said?’ Listen not to 
those who, callingthemselves /igher Critics, 
tell you that modern science and literary 
research have disproved the traditional 
_ belief in the historical accuracy of the early 
histories, and that, in a word, the Bible is 
not true. Let your answer to this school 
_ of divinity be a short one, ‘ Get thee behind 
me, Satan !’” 

We wish this little volume a wide 
circulation, and carnestly trust it may 
have the effect for which it seems so pre- 
eminently designed, of urging men and 
women to fly to Christ for salvation while 
the day of mercy lasts. 


We have received the annual volume 


of THE ZENANA: OR, WOMAN'S WORK | 


IN INDIA (12s. 6d.), describing woman's 
work in India from the Zenana Bible and 
Medical Mission. It is full of interest as 
ever. The print is good, the illustrations 
deeply interesting, and the account of true 
work for the Lord very encouraging. None 
could read the volume in question without 
being deeply interested. 


FACES TOWARD THE LIGHT, by Syl- 
vanus Stall, D.D. (The Vir Publishing 
Company, Ludgate Circus.) Price 4s. net. 

This is a devotional book, nicely bound, 
and a fitting present for God's children 
who are appreciative of spiritual food, and, 
perhaps, through circumstances, are not 


able to obtain it directly from the ‘pulpit. . 


It will have many thankful readers, and 
will become a companion to some who can 
enjoy truth written by one who is mellowed 
ta — in the School of Christ. 


Turts AND TAILS. (Church Missionary 


to the message of Lazarus. In the section Society, Salisbury Square.) Price 1s. 


Happy the boy or girl who possesses — 


Death, and Eternity,” by the same author, i 
was very favourably noticed in the pages of 
Evangelical Christendom. To this the 
treatise now under consideration forms the 
sequel. The object of the writer cannot 
be better expressed than as set forth 
by himself in the preface. He says:—_ | 
“ Both parts of the exposition have these joni . 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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this treasure. The first hour may well be 
spent looking at the pictures, from which 
much may be learned. Then will come 
the second treat, the reading. Every page 
is interesting and instructive, and the 
production of one who knows how to 
impart knowledge to little folks. 


Tue Lesson oF Love, by J. R. Miller, 
D.D. (Hodder & Stoughton.) 43s. 6d. 


Everything that Dr. Miller writes is 
chastely, beautifully, and helpfully ex- 


pressed. Here is a delightful book for 


any lady who values the upbuilding of 
character in a spiritual sense. 


HOW BECOME MEMBER 
THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 


All Christians, ladies as well 
as gentlemen, who approve of 
the principles and work of the 
E.A., are invited to send their 
names for enrolment as mem- 
bers. It is expected that each 
member will subscribe some 
amount annually to sustain the 
work of the Alliance. Please 
write, sending name and address, 
to Mr. JOHN WOOD, the Act- 
ing Hon. Secretary, 7, Adam 
Street, Strand. Friends are 
asked to be so kind as to offer 
drawing-room meetings. Depu- 


tations will always be ready to 


speak at such meetings. 


THE RECENT ZIONIST 
CONGRESS. 


THE sixth Zionist Congress met in Basle 


in the month of August, 1903, and was 


more largely attended than any previous 


one. Nearly 600 delegates were present, 


and about 200 reporters. So great was 
the desire to obtain admission to the hall 
that £10 was offered by rich Jews for 
tickets. The delegates caused the meet- 
ings to be very representative, some coming 
even from Australia and South Africa ; but, 


of course, the most enthusiastic were from 
_ Eastern Europe. Some had walked great 


distances in order to be present, three 
Bulgarians having been tramping day by 
day for sixty days. It was truly a Jewish 
national movement, and, as such, of pro- 
found interest to all who study the Word 
of God, including the prophetic Scriptures. 
Ezekiel’s prophecy of the “dry bones” is 
being interpreted before our eyes! -In our 
Gentile newspapers may be seen the ex- 
position of Ezekiel xxxvii., verses 1 to 8. 
How long shall it be before verse 9 is 
fulfilled? It is amazing that many should _ 
remain so indifferent and unconvinced of 
the accuracy of Holy Scripture. The God 
of Abraham, who was not behind His 
time in Exodus xii., will not be behind His 
time in fulfilling Hebrews viii., 10 to 12. 
It is well known that a suggestion was 
made by England (if, indeed, a promise 
was not given) that a Jewish colony should 
be formed in East Africa, but when this 
was mentioned it was soon evident that 
the majority present had no eagerness for 
such a solution. A learned Jew pleaded 
with Dr. Herzl to remember that Jeru- 
salem (their mother) had been waiting for 
them nearly 2,000 years ; that Africa could 
never satisfy their aspirations, if indeed it . 
could temporarily relieve many indigent 
ones. It was, however, decided, by 295 | 


|, vOtes against 177, that a commission should 
consider the proposal of the British Govern- 


\ 
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ment, and cheers were given for England. 
As a fact, nothing is likely to come of the 
East African proposal. The Congress 
closed on Aug. 28th, amid a scene of great 
excitement and emotion, with loud cries of 
“ Nest year in Jerusalem !” 

“ God's purposes ripen fast, 

Unfolding every hour.” 


MACEDONIA. 


as to how the money is being expended, 


them. The Society of Friends, “ The Red 


Cross” Catholic Sisters, Brothers’ Society, | 


The bleak winds from the Black Sea 
produce severe cold in Monastir, and in 
view of it straw beds, coverings for night, 
being supplied to the people, also food and 
stoves. In many places slightly built 
wicker shelters are all the people have to 
live in, and the distress is heartrending. 
All that many devoted men and women 
can do in the way of relief is being done, 
but they urgently beg for continuous sup- 
plies of money. The needs in the spring 


will also be great, so that seed and oxen | 


may be given to the people to make future 


THE INDUSTRIAL JEWISH 


MISSION, 
Tus Mission has just been founded, and 


premises have been secured at 262, Com- 


mercial Road, E. The object is to labour 
in a district inhabited by thousands of 
Jews, and the Gospel of Christ will be 
proclaimed constantly. 


employment to converts, married or single. 
ing the Word of God under Christian 
are 


| 
No Jew can confess Christ without being { 
_ cast out from his friends, and no Jewish a i 
employer will further employ him. At 
| this crisis the Mission will step in and give ; 
SEVERAL communications have come to F 
| us from this despairing country in response | } 
to aid sent out, and we feel a little informa- - 
tion as to the present aspect of things, and | 
may not prove uninteresting. help to supply tools and other require- i 
The need is very great among the poor ments. We hope and believe that the | 
refugees, especially in Macedonia, where | Industrial Branch will be the mainstay of 
the people could not flee to a friendly the Evangelistic and Medical departments. 
region. Their circumstances are such as We are sure this object will commend 
might lead to despair, although there are | itself to all those who take a real interest 
many benevolent agencies at work among | in God's ancient people. 
and Women's Benevolent Society have PRAYER FOR MACEDONIA. 
active representatives in their midst, but UNDER the presidency of Mr. W. H. 
the supplies are meagre in proportion to Seagram, a well-attended prayer meeting, 
the necessities. to remember before God the sorrows and 
troubles in Macedonia and in the East of 
Europe generally, was held in Exeter Hall, 
_on Thursday, Oct. 22nd, from 1 to 2. 
_ Most of the time was spent at the Throne 
| members of Council, including Rev. Casset 
_ Tanner, Rev. J. W. A. 
| tay Sarg R. Cope Morgan, and Mr. 
John Wood. Amongst other friends who 
| took part we may mention Mr. William 
Soltau, Mr. John Rochfort, and Mr. J. W. 
Moodie. From first to last the Lord's 
presence was realized, and all felt that a 
| most precious and profitable hour had 
been spent ; indeed, the time passed all | 
The Council voted £100 to 
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RICHARDSON, Ven. Archdeacon, 


D.D. 
Rica, Rev. J. H., D.D. 
Ripey, Rev. Canon, M.A. 
ROBINSON, Colonel Wellesley, 
SARJEANT, Rev. W. Darlow. 
SEAGRAM, W. H., 
SETON-CHURCHILL, Colonel. 
SHERRARD, Colonel C. W. 
Sutton, M. H. Foquet, Esq. 
TANNER, Rev. J. Gosset, M.A, 
AYLOR, Ven. D.D. 
HOMaAS, G. E., E 
THOMSON, Rev. 


WELLBY, D., Esq. 
Woon ian 
| Woopwarp, Rev. Canon, M.A. 


| 
BARRACLOUGA, Rev. J. B. ' 
| 
| 
M.A. 
| Rev. J. G. 
| DRAKE, James, Esq. Veitch, H. J., Esq. | 
Rev. Prebendary 
’ | 
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